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Regulation
1082/2006

EGTC, GECT, EVTZ, ... what is it about?
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What?
stable legal structure
with autonomous legal personality…

Who?
…constitued by territorial authorities
(national, regional, local, other bodies)

Where?
…from at least two Member States…
(Third Countries, if legislated or agreed)

Why?
…to deliver cooperation actions
across the borders

The EGTC in pills
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31 July 2006: Regulation 1082/2007 published on OJEU

Provisions to be adopted in MSs
(e.g. notification authorities)

1 August 2007: whole application

Potential EGTC Members
notify Convention/Statute to MSs

MSs approve/refuse (within 3 months)

EGTC is established
Convention/statute published/registered

The Rules
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Realizing cross-border infrastructures
or running cross-border services, e.g.
- transport
- health-care, first-aid
- education
- SME support
- environment, energy
- etc.

… by managing EU projects/programmes
- co-financed by EU cohesion policy
- or other EU funding (e.g. FP RTD)

… or using
other public (national / regional) funding
or private funding

What for ?
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10 provisions at Member States level adopted
(BG, FR, GR, HU, PT, RO, ES, UK, SL, SK) 

First EGTC « Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai » FR – BE 
already set up (28 January 2008)

Second EGTC « Ister-Granum » HU – SK     
already be set up (6 May 2008)

Third EGTC « Duero-Douro » (ES-PT)
will be soon set-up

The EGTC on the field: achievements
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EGTC in fieri – Hôpital de Cerdagne
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«Les participants
au Sommet souhaitent

créer d’ici 2009 un 
Groupement Européen de 

Coopération Territoriale 
(GECT) qui exercera les 

activités de l’Autorité de 
gestion. »

“Die Gipfelteilnehmer
streben an,

bis 2009 einen
Europäischen Verbund

für Territoriale
Zusammenarbeit (EVTZ) 

zu gründen, der die 
Aufgabe der

Verwaltungsbehörde
übernimmt.”

EGTC in fieri – Grande Region
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«Ces cinq Régions,
qui représentent

17 millions d’habitants et
4% du Produit Intérieur Brut

de l’Europe…»

L’eurorégion Alpes-Méditerranée est née le 
27 novembre 2006
Les cinq présidents concernés ont signé l’acte de 
naissance de regroupement qui prend modèle sur
l’eurorégion Pyrénées-Méditerranée. 

Cette coopération devrait devenir un 
Groupement Européen de Coopération
Territoriale (GECT), un nouveau statut
prochainement mis en place au sein de l’Union
européenne. Outre le dialogue euro-
méditerranéen et l’élargissement de l’Europe vers
l’Est, l’eurorégion « Alpes Méditerranée » se 
penchera sur des thématiques telles que
l’environnement, les transports l’innovation et la 
recherche en passant par le développement
durable, la culture ou le tourisme.

EGTC in fieri – Alpes-Méd
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The possible progress of
multi-level territorial governance

through EGTC
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Ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon
- new objective Territorial Cohesion
- acknowledgement of cross-border regions

EU budget review
Territorial vs. sectoral policies

Cohesion policy beyond 2013
The place for cooperation

By 2011: Review of the EGTC Regulation (???)

The momentum

Territorial Agenda of the EU
Green Paper on European

Territorial Cohesion
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1989          2000               2007 …

Interreg I
CBC

Interreg III
- CBC
- Transn
- Interr.
+ URBACT
+ INTERACT
+ ESPON

New Objective:

European
Territorial
Cooperation

+ENPI / IPA

The emergence of EU Territorial Cooperation
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it gives legal stability to cooperation and, at 
the same time, it allows a variety of multi-
level institutional formatting

it incorporates the genetics of the "soft 
cooperation" and, at the same time, it has the 
legal capacity to deliver structuring 
development projects

for the first time, we have an instrument of
European nature which is also so strongly
anchored to the territory

Why EGTC is promising?
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How many models of EGTCs?

acting on behalf main function coordinating members

homogeneus composition heterogeneus
(symmetric / asymmetric)

with State participation without State

public law private

limited responsibility unlimited

EU funds managing no EU funds
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How many EGTCs?
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for EUROPE? for TERRITORY?

for GROUPING? for COOPERATION?

EGTC, what for?
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Which territorial scope? Which governance?

FR

ES

Possible EGTC:

Eurorégion Pyrénées-Méditerranée

Possible EGTC:
Eurodistrict Catalan Transfrontalier

Possible EGTC:
Cerdagne transfrontalier hospital
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EGTC, which role for the State?

The State, regulator

The State, controller

The State, partner
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The engagement of the Committee of the Regions
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The legal basis of the CoR engagement

Why?
Treaty (art. 265 TCE)
Specific CoR’s consultative role on CBC

Regulation 1082/2006 on EGTC (art. 5)
CoR informed on new conventions / statutes

How?
Interinstitutional cooperation
Constructive and
forward-looking approach
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The CoR supportive actions towards TC and EGTC

Political impulse and feed-back
(e.g. Own Initiative Opinion on EGTC – June 2008

COTER Working Group on future of Cohesion Policy)

Sharing experiences
(EGTC Expert Group, 40 members from 23 countries)

Informing and debating
(EGTC Interinstitutional Conference – 19 June 2008
Open Days workshops on EGTC – October 2008) 

Public knowledge basis
(soon to come) Public register of EGTC
(art. 5 Reg. 1082/2006)
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Visit:      www.cor.europa.eu/egtc.htm

Gianluca Spinaci
Unit Forward Studies

Committee of the Regions

gianluca.spinaci@cor.europa.eu
tel. +32 2 282 2541


