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Â What challenge is posed for strategic 
spatial planning by the promotion of 
territorial cohesion?

Â What can strategic spatial planning 
practices offer in the achievement of 
greater territorial cohesion?

Â What are the key issues and dilemmas 
that need to be debated?

Â Conclusions ïwhat role for the EU?

Overview
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1. The Challenge of Territorial 
Cohesion

The Territorial Agenda of the EU was adopted in May 2007 by the 
EU Member States to strive for territorial cohesion:

Â Seeks to promote a holistic and place-based approach through 
which it should help achieving the objectives of the Lisbon-
Gothenburg Agendas.

Â Seeks to promote balanced development and give expression to a 
European spatiality.

Â Proposes that EU sector policies that have spatial impacts need to 
consider territorial cohesion.

Â Intends to enhance the influence on EU sector policy and to 
promote regional identities.

Â Provides an opportunity for better horizontal and vertical co-
ordination between different policy sectors.
Has this opened the door to a more comprehensive spatial 
development policy?


